
Stafford and Surrounds Prostate Support Group 
www.staffordprostatecancersupportgroup.co.uk
Minutes of group Meeting 8th July 2026
Held at Bird in Hand, Stafford
Present: - Mark Seaton, Joe Craen, Barry Williams, David Hatton, Kent Siggery, Geoff Williams, Ed Ranson, Tim Alcock, Andrew Clarke. 
Apologies: - Michael Kelly
Guests (Partners and Wives): - Jean Moreland, Jaqui Seaton, Sue Hatton, Sally Clarke, Sharon Siggery, June Williams.
Mandy Bowling, Clinical Nurse Specialist in Urology.

1. Minutes from the last meeting agreed as a true record and signed by Mark Seaton.  These may be seen on the group website. 
2. This was the first meeting where wives and partners had been specifically invited although wives and partners are welcome to attend any meeting.
3. Wives, Partners and CNS introduced themselves.
4. The purpose of the meeting was for wives and partners to share their experiences of their husbands/ partners learning of their diagnosis and the information and support that they received from the doctors and nurses.
5. Mandy Bowling gave the key phone number to use (01782 679370 Option 1) for information and help.  On phoning you would get an answerphone message.  Please speak slowly, leaving your name, telephone number, hospital number and NHS number.  State your requirements.  Most calls will be replied to on the same day. 
6. Expenditure. 
6.1. New leaflets, business cards and a banner have been printed.  Thanks to Clive for the design and Barry for organising the printing.
6.2. Mark should hear, next week, whether our application to Titanic Brewery for a grant has been successful.
6.3. There is limited expected spending needed in the immediate future.  There will be a payment required for the ongoing use of the website address.
7. Having reached the 100,000 signatures there will now be a debate in Parliament about Prostate Screening.
8. Partners Comments
8.1. Not everyone was told of their Prostate Cancer diagnosis face to face.  A phone discussion was deemed to be not suitable.
8.2. On being diagnosed with cancer it was felt that there was information overload, both verbally and with written information.
8.3. Often it was felt that it was the cancer being treated not the patient.
8.4. There was not always a chance to fully discuss the options for treatment.
8.5. It appeared that often there was a lack of staff to advise.
8.6. MacMillan nurses have been hugely supportive.
9. Guests were thanked for attending and contributing to a successful evening. 
10. The group’s next event will be in Hixon on Sunday 9th August at Hixon Memorial Hall.  Local groups are being given an opportunity to promote themselves.  The event ties in with a series of celebratory events in Hixon to tie in with the opening of the village hall 100 years ago this year. 
11. Date of next meeting August 5th at The Bird in Hand. Future dates are now on the website.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………..Chairman

