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Safeguarding Policy for Stafford & Surrounds Prostate Cancer Support Group
Effective Date: [Date]
Introduction
At Stafford and surrounds prostate cancer support group, we are committed to protecting the well-being and safety of all our participants and volunteers. This policy outlines our commitment to preventing abuse and ensuring a safe environment for everyone involved in our activities.
Policy Statement
Our Group recognises the right of every individual to stay safe. We are committed to ensuring that our volunteers and participants are safe and protected from harm. This policy applies to all members, participants, volunteers, and anyone working on behalf of the group. 
In the context of this policy, safeguarding relates to adults that through vulnerability might be subject to the abuse described below.
Types of Abuse Covered
This policy covers all forms of abuse, including:
· Physical abuse
· Emotional abuse
· Sexual abuse
· Financial or material abuse
· Neglect (including self-neglect) and acts of omission in care provided
· Discriminatory abuse
Whilst the group are not experts in this field, the safeguarding lead and deputy will have undergone at least basic training in the subject and will refer to professional safeguarding services should the need arise due to suspected or reported abuse.

Preventative Measures
1. The nominated safeguarding lead and deputy will have undergone at least basic training on adult safeguarding.
2. As our group primarily provides peer support .A DBS certificate is not considered necessary, but this will be reviewed by the group within 12 months of the policy being approved.
3. Training: A briefing document outlining safeguarding issues will be made available on the groups website. Basic training is also available via this online video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_Gf1d9t_A0
4. Our mission and values are key in ensuring that group members, attendees and participants enjoy a safe, inclusive, respectful and valuable experience of the group. These will be published on the website with regular reminders at meetings 

Reporting and Responding to Concerns
1. Reporting Concerns: All members have some responsibility for raising any concerns relating to the welfare of group members and participants to the nominated safeguarding officer or deputy.
Safeguarding officer- Mark Seaton, 07883289609
Deputy Safeguarding Officer- Clive Andrews-Lewis, 07841379880
2. Responding to Allegations: Any allegations of abuse will be taken seriously. Immediate action will include securing the safety of the individual and contacting the appropriate authorities if necessary. In the event that an individual is considered to be in immediate danger the only safe option is to notify the police on 999.
Substantiated concerns or accusations of abuse that do not warrant an urgent police response should be reported to the Staffordshire County Council adult safeguarding team for adults on 03456042719 during office hours Monday to Friday. For out-of hours emergencies call the emergency duty team on 03456042886.
3. Confidentiality: All concerns and allegations will be treated with confidentiality and shared only on a need-to-know basis. Any safeguarding concerns should not be raised on the Whatsapp group
Responsibilities
· Members/participants – to report any safeguarding concerns to the safeguarding officer or deputy.
· Safeguarding Officer/deputy  Ensures the implementation of this policy and responds to any safeguarding concerns reported.
· Management Committee: Oversees the safeguarding framework and ensures compliance with legal obligations including the appropriate review of policy.
Training and Support
The need for ongoing training and support on safeguarding will be monitored however basic information resources will be made available on the group website.
Reviewing the Policy
This policy will be reviewed annually and updated as necessary to ensure it remains effective and compliant with legislation.
Contact Information
For any immediate concerns related to safeguarding, please contact our Support Group Safeguarding Officer , Mark Seaton on 07883289609 or deputy Clive Andrews-Lewis on 07841379880
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